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NOTE. 


Frequent  applications  to  the  Committee,  for  an 
expression  of  opinion  as  to  the  proper  test  of  active 
membership  in  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Asso- 
ciations, have  induced  the  publication  of  this 
pamphlet. 

The  two  articles  which  are  here  reprinted,  are 
extracted  from  the  second  volume  of  the  Quarterly 
(1868).  The  first  was  originally  prepared  as  a 
brief  statement  of  the  views  of  the  Committee; 
it  was  approved  by  every  member  for  that  year. 
The  second  article,  by  Dr.  Verranus  Morse,  was 
intended  to  call  attention  to  the  principle  of  the 
resolution  adopted  at  Detroit,  and  show  its  reason- 
ableness. 

Following  these  two  articles  will  be  found  the 
declarations  of  our  General  Conventions. 


1-0-T087-3.00. 


THE  TEST  OF  MEMBERSHIP. 


" The  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  seek  to 
unite  those  young  men,  who.  regarding  Jesus  Christ  as 
their  God  and  Saviour,  according  to  the  Holy  Scrip- 
tures, desire  to  be  His  disciples,  in  their  doctrine  and  in 
their  life,  and  to  associate  their  efforts  for  the  extension 
of  His  kingdom  among  young  men. ' ' 

It  has  been  seriously  proposed  by  some  friends 
of  Christian  Associations,  to  substitute  another 
test  of  active  membership,  for  that  which  has  pre- 
vailed since  they  were  first  instituted,  viz.,  good 
standing  as  a member  of  an  evangelical  church. 
Not  a few  view  this  proposition  with  alarm;  it  is 
believed  to  be  a blow  at  the  corner  stone  upon 
which  these  Associations  rest;  an  attempt  to 
deprive  them  of  the  right  to  the  name  they  bear, 
and  in  the  powers  of  which  their  great  works  have 
been  achieved.  The  question  is  not  one  of  means, 
measures,  or  policy;  it  concerns  the  principles  and 
motives  which  are  to  control  these  Associations  in 
their  actions  and  teachings.  All  agree  that  some 
test  is  required.  “Good  moral  character’’ is  pro- 
posed, but  with  the  proviso  that  none  but  mem- 
bers in  good  standing  of  evangelical  churches  shall 
hold  office;  or,  with  greater  liberality,  that  a 
majority  of  the  officers  shall  be  of  this  class. 
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This  scheme  acknowledges  the  necessity  of 
maintaining  control  in  the  hands  of  men  distinc- 
tively Christian,  while  it  actually  passes  the  organ- 
ization over  to  an  aggregate  of  men  termed  moral. 
It  is  presumed  an  Association  does  not,  and  will 
not  exist,  whose  constitution  is  unalterable  by  the 
body  of  the  active  members.  On  the  contrary,  it 
is  quite  in  their  power  to  provide,  at  any  time,  that 
any  active  member  may  hold  office.  This  sup- 
posed safeguard  then  amounts  to  nothing. 

But  the  phrase,  “ good  moral  character,”  is 
indefinite,  and  not  susceptible  of  precise  definition. 
It  is  broad  or  narrow,  according  to  the  tastes, 
feelings,  or  education  of  men,  and,  therefore,  does 
not  furnish  any  test,  or  any  real  protection.  An 
avowed  infidel  may  be  a man  of  “ good  moral 
character” — indeed,  there  are  many  such,  to  whose 
outward  lives  none  can  take  exception.  Yet  the 
whole  influence  of  such  men  is  diametrically 
opposed  to  the  chief  purpose  of  our  Associations. 
Such  men  would  make  them  what  they  were  never 
designed  to  be;  and  instances  are  not  wanting 
where  this  has  been  the  case,  and  prayer  and 
devotional  exercises  have  been  banished.  Numer- 
ous instances  could  be  cited  where  Associations 
have  been  broken  up  and  ruined,  or  where  their 
usefulness  has  been  practically  destroyed,  under 
the  operation  of  this  supposed  restriction,  even 
when  no  such  extreme  men  obtained  control.  So 
far,  all  experience  is  against  the  proposed  test.  We 
believe  there  is  no  standard  of  morality  which  can 


be  always  safely  trusted,  save  that  springing  from 
a heart  renewed  by  the  Holy  Spirit. 

These  Associations  are  emphatically  Christian. 
Their  aim  and  purpose  is  correctly  set  forth  in 
the  declaration  of  the  World’s  Conference,  held  at 
Paris  in  1855  (in  which  the  American  societies 
were  represented),  quoted  above,  and  which  has 
been  repeated  over  and  over  again  since  that 
time,  in  our  conferences  and  conventions,  on  both 
sides  of  the  Atlantic;  from  it  there  never  has  been 
any  dissent.  We  have  ever  claimed  to  be  engaged 
in  a strictly  religious  work,  and  have  constantly 
asserted  that  no  agency  was  employed  by  us  that 
could  not  be  made  to  conduce  to  the  accomplish- 
ment of  our  two  great  purposes,  as  indicated  in  the 
Paris  declaration.  We  hold  that  these  organiza- 
tions are  an  arm  of  the  church  as  much  as  the  Ameri- 
can Board,  or  any  other  of  its  many  kindred  cor- 
porations. It  has  been  strenuously  insisted  by  us, 
in  the  long  contest  which  has  been  maintained 
with  sincere  opponents  in  the  church,  that  ours 
was  a society  subordinate,  of  course,  to  it,  but 
under  it  and  with  it  engaged  in  the  work  of  sav- 
ing souls;  teaching  Jesus  as  a Saviour  of  sinners, 
but  especially  to  young  men.  We  have  professed 
to  seek  the  social  and  intellectual  elevation  of 
young  men,  only  as  secondary  objects.  It  has 
been  our  glory,  that  young  men,  in  large  numbers, 
were  hopefully  converted  through  the  instrumental- 
ity of  these  Associations.  We  have  counted  our 
cause  prosperous  as  the  records  for  the  year  showed 
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this  number  greater  than  in  that  which  preceded 
it. 

General  ecclesiastical  organizations,  as  well  as 
individual  churches,  now  acknowledge  the  justice 
of  our  claim  to  a place  among  the  recognized  agen- 
cies of  the  Master  for  the  salvation  of  the  world, 
and  render  us  their  hearty  support;  and  thus  we 
receive  a share  from  the  treasury  of  the  Lord. 
Pastors  urge  our  claims  upon  the  Christian  giver, 
and  lead  their  congregations  in  supplications  for 
our  prosperity.  With  such  professions,  under 
such  influences,  and  with  such  support,  these 
Associations  have  grown  in  influence,  in  numbers, 
in  wealth,  until  several  are  now  very  largely 
endowed  from  the  purses  of  those  whom  God  has 
made  His  almoners,  and  are  now  acknowledged 
centres  of  spiritual  power.  We  have  been  blessed 
beyond  the  most  sanguine  hopes  of  the  founders 
and  lovers  of  these  Associations. 

Is  it  probable  that  these  societies,  if  surrendered, 
at  this  late  day,  to  the  management  of  the  young 
men  embraced  within  this  proposed  test,  would 
long  remain  true  to  their  past  history,  or  to  the 
pledges  under  which  they  have  reached  the  com- 
manding position  they  hold.^  Verily,  they  would 
add  a long,  sad,  dark  chapter  to  that  'portion  of  our 
history  which  now  records  the  utter  failure  of  all 
that  have,  for  any  considerable  period,  attempted 
this  experiment! 

The  work  we  have  in  hand  cannot  safely  be 
committed  to  those  who  do  not  heartily  love  God, 
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and  who  do  not  openly  avow  that  love.  Will 
those  who  have  never  knelt  at  the  cross  as  repent- 
ant and  forgiven  sinners  be  really  engaged  in  lead- 
ing others  thither? 

The  proposition,  then,  is  a surrender  of  the 
ground  we  have  heretofore  occupied,  an  abandon- 
ment of  the  doctrine  that  the  teaching  of  the  truths 
of  the  Bible,  and  an  exemplification  of  them  in 
the  lives  of  believers,  constitute  the  means  in  our 
hands  of  securing  the  salvation  of  men.  Surely 
those  who  have  “solemnly  avouched  the  Lord 
Jehovah  to  be  their  God’’  must  hesitate  before 
they  place  themselves  in  this  position! 


Qualifications  for  Active  Membership  in 
Young  Men’s  Christian  Associations. 


There  are  two  qualifications  necessary  for  active 
membership  in  Young  Men’s  Christian  Associa- 
tions— the  candidates  for  admission  must  be  young 
men,  and  Christians.  Forty  is  the  limit  which  has 
been  fixed  by  the  Associations,  as  the  dividing  line 
between  young  and  old.  But  have  they  any  right 
to  shut  out  men,  merely  because  they  happen  to  be 
forty  years  old?  Certainly,  if  they  choose  to  make 
such  a rule,  they  have  a right  to  do  it,  and  there  is 
a propriety  in  it,  too;  for  the  Associations  were 
designed  for  the  especial  benefit  of  young  men — to 
protect  them  from  evil  influences,  and  to  labor  for 
their  salvation  and  spiritual  discipline. 

The  originators  of  the  institution  believed  that, 
under  some  circumstances,  young  men  could  be 
reached  by  young  men  more  readily  than  by  old 
men;  and  believing  thus,  they  had  an  undoubted 
right  to  try  the  experiment,  and  when  it  proved 
successful  they  very  properly  continued  it. 

Active  members  must  also  be  Christians.  But 
how  can  it  be  known  whether  young  men  are 
Christians  or  not?  Must  the  Associations  have 
boards  of  examiners?  No;  church  membership  is 
accepted  as  proof.  But  cannot  young  men  be 
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Christians  without  being  church  members?  Cer- 
tainly, but  it  is  the  duty  o£  every  young  man  who 
believes  himself  to  be  a Christian  to  join  some 
church;  and  if  he  neglects  this  duty  it  is  his  own 
fault;  and,  if  he  persists  in  keeping  aloof  from  the 
church,  he  is  not  fit  to  become  an  active  member 
of  a Christian  Association. 

And  the  churches  of  which  they  are  members 
must  be  evangelical.  Is  not  that  making  invidious 
distinctions?  No;  it  is  only  saying  that  the  young 
men  of  certain  denominations,  believing  that  their 
creeds  are  so  similar  that  they  can  work  in  har- 
mony, have  agreed  to  band  themselves  together  to 
work  for  Christ,  making  the  salvation  of  young 
men  their  specialty.  But,  if  the  improvement  of 
the  spiritual  condition  of  young  men  is  the  first 
object  of  the  Association,  is  it  judicious  to  exclude 
those  who  are  not  Christians  from  active  member- 
ship? Certainly.  The  churches  labor  for  the 
salvation  of  sinners;  did  any  one  ever  dream  that 
for  this  reason  they  ought  to  receive  the  uncon- 
verted into  their  membership?  Still  the  church 
does  not  leave  the  impenitent  uncared  for;  neither 
do  the  Associations.  They  have  constituted  an 
associate  membership,  open  to  all  young  men  of 
good  moral  character,  or  desirous  of  leading  moral 
lives,  and  the  associate  members  enjoy  all  the 
advantages  that  the  active  members  do,  and  all  the 
privileges,  except  the  control  of  the  Association; 
and  this  they  cannot  possibly  have;  for  from  the 
very  moment  they  obtain  control  of  an  Association, 
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it  necessarily  ceases  to  be  a Christian  Association. 
Can  irreligious  young  men  manage  an  Association 
so  as  to  promote  the  spiritual  growth  of  themselves, 
or  others?  But  cannot  Christian  young  men  con- 
trol the  Association,  even  if  they  do  admit  young 
men  who  are  not  Christians  to  active  membership? 
Possibly  they  can;  but  all  experience  shows  that 
they  seldom  do  for  more  than  very  limited  periods. 
No  provisions  of  the  Constitution  can  guarantee  to 
them  the  control  of  an  Association  any  longer  than 
while  they  are  a majority  of  the  voters;  and  yet, 
unless  we  allow  those  who  are  not  Christians  to 
vote  and  hold  office,  will  it  be  possible  to  induce 
them  to  join  the  Association?  do  we  really  hold  out 
any  inducements  to  them,  unless  we  allow  them 
these  privileges?  and  do  we  not  need  their  pecuni- 
ary help?  If  they  do  vote  and  hold  office,  and 
thus  secure  to  themselves  the  control  of  the  Asso- 
ciation, what  advantage  will  it  be  to  them  if  they 
do  join  it?  for  then  it  will  no  longer  be  a Christian 
Association.  If  young  men  who  are  not  Christians 
wish  to  join  for  the  sake  of  its  religious  influence 
over  them,  they  wiU  not  desire  to  control  it  them- 
selves, and  thus  destroy  aU  such  influence.  If 
they  wish  to  join  it  for  the  purpose  of  controlling  it, 
then  they  wish  to  join  it  for  the  purpose  of  making 
something  else  than  a Christian  Association  of  it, 
and  consequently  they  should  not  be  permitted  to 
hold  a controlling  position  in  it.  If  irreligious 
young  men  refuse  to  join  the  Association  unless 
they  can  hold  office  in  it,  that  is  the  strongest 
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possible  argument  against  allowing  them  to  hold 
ofihce.  If  we  cannot  induce  them  to  join  a Chris- 
tian Association  without  first  stripping  it  of  its 
Christianity,  we  do  not  induce  them  to  become 
members  of  a Christian  Association  at  all,  and  their 
last  state  is  no  better  than  their  first.  The  only 
inducements  we  have  to  hold  out,  beyond  a mere 
social  or  literary  Association,  perish  as  soon  as  we 
grant  them  a controlling  influence.  And  in  regard 
to  pecuniary  aid,  it  may  be  said  that  the  Associa- 
tions are  not  expected  to  sustain  themselves  by  the 
dues  of  their  members;  they  are  not  expected  to 
be  self-sustaining,  any  more  than  Bible  or  Mis- 
sionary Societies  are. 

Any  Association  that  labors  to  induce  irreligious 
or  any  other  young  men  to  join  it  for  the  sake  of 
their  annual  dues  is  engaged  in  such  small  busi- 
ness that  the  sooner  it  dies  the  better.  But  is  not 
the  falsity  of  the  claim  that  “ good  moral  character 
is  a sufficient  qualification  for  active  membership” 
too  self-evident  to  need  refuting  ? It  would  seem  so  if 
Associations  were  not  formed  every  year  on  this 
same  false  basis,  to  sink  down  after  a few  months 
into  hopeless  imbecility,  leaving  the  Christian  young 
men  connected  with  them  on  the  enemy’s  ground, 
bound  hand  and  foot;  and  if  to  this  day  there  were 
not  hundreds  of  towns  and  cities  destitute  of  Asso- 
ciations simply  because  this  very  question  has  kept 
the  young  men  talking  instead  of  acting.  Almost 
every  Association  that  has  ever  been  organized 
has  had  its  incipient  movements  embarrassed  and 
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retarded  by  this  same  question.  Is  it  well,  then, 
to  keep  silent  when  we  know  by  actual  trial  that  a 
false  principle  like  this  embodied  in  the  constitu- 
tion of  an  Association  seldom  fails  to  destroy  its 
usefulness?  No,  it  is  not  well;  for  the  usefulness 
of  an  Association  destroyed  means  souls  lost  and 
Christ  dishonored. 


Extract  from  Resolutions  adopted  at  Detroit  Conten- 
tion, 1868: 

“ Resolved,  That  as  these  organizations  bear  the 
name  of  Christian  and  profess  to  be  engaged 
directly  in  the  Saviour’s  service,  so  it  is  clearly 
their  duty  to  maintain  the  control  and  manage- 
ment of  all  their  affairs  in  the  hands  of  those  who 
profess  to  love  and  publicly  avow  their  faith  in 
Jesus,  the  Redeemer,  as  divine,  and  who  testify 
their  faith  by  becoming  and  remaining  members  of 
churches  held  to  be  Evangelical,  and  that  such 
persons,  and  none  others,  should  be  allowed  to 
vote  or  hold  office.” 

Extract  from  Resolutions  adopted  at  Portland  Conven- 
tion, 1869: 

“Resolved,  That  as  these  organizations  bear  the 
name  of  Christian  and  profess  to  be  engaged 
directly  in  the  Saviour’s  service,  so  it  is  clearly 
their  duty  to  maintain  the  control  and  manage- 
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ment  of  all  their  affairs  in  the  hands  of  those  who 
profess  to  love  and  publicly  avow  their  faith  in 
Jesus,  the  Redeemer,  as  divine,  and  who  testify 
their  faith  by  becoming  and  remaining  members  of 
churches  held  to  be  Evangelical.  And  we  hold 
those  churches  to  be  Evangelical  which,  main- 
taining the  Holy  Scriptures  to  be  the  only  infallible 
rule  of  faith  and  practice,  do  believe  in  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  (the  only  begotten  of  the  Father, 

King  of  kings,  and  Lord  of  lords,  in  Whom  dwell- 
eth  the  fullness  of  the  Godhead  bodily,  and  Who 
was  made  sin  for  us,  though  knowing  no  sin, 
bearing  our  sins  in  His  own  body  on  the  tree),  as 
the  only  name  under  heaven  given  among  men 
whereby  we  must  be  saved  from  everlasting  pun- 
ishment, and  unto  life  eternal.”  * 

“ Resolued,  That  the  Associations  organized  after 
this  date  shall  be  entitled  to  representation  in 
future  conferences  of  the  associated  Young  Men’s 
Christian  Associations  of  North  America  upon 
condition  that  they  be  severally  composed  of 
young  men  in  communion  with  Evangelical 
churches  (provided  that  in  places  where  Associa- 
tions are  formed  by  a single  denomination  mem- 
bers of  other  denominations  are  not  excluded 
therefrom),  and  active  membership  and  the  right 
to  hold  office  be  conferred  only  upon  young  men  ^ 

who  are  members  in  good  standing  ip  < „,,al 

churches.” 

* The  last  clause,  “and  unto  life  eternal,"  was  added 
by  the  International  Convention  of  1SI3. 


The  North  American  Young  Men’s 
Christian  Associations’  Active 
Membership  Test 


There  being  some  discussion  especially  in  certain  sections  of  the 
United  States  looking  to  a change  of  the  present  basis  of  active  member- 
ship in  The  Young  Men’s  Christian  Associations  in  North  America, 
and  also  in  those  Associations  organized  and  supervised  by  the  North 
American  Associations,  through  the  International  Committee,  in  foreign 
lands,  a representative  gathering  of  Presidents  and  Directors  of  local 
Associations  and  members  of  the  Provincial  Committee  of  Ontario  and 
Quebec,  numbering  50,  held  in  Toronto,  September  5th,  requested  the 
Chairman  of  this  Committee  to  appoint  a special  committee  to  consider  the 
question  and  report  thereon  to  the  Associations.  This  Committee,  com- 
posed of  representatives  of  every  department  of  Association  Work,  met 
and  discussed  the  question  and  begs  to  submit  the  following  : 

The  aims  of  those  advocating  a change  seem  to  be,  to  extend  the 
influence  and  increase  the  efficiency  of  the  organization  ; to  avoid 
criticism  on  the  score  of  narrowness  and  bigotry,  to  make  it  easier  in 
some  cases  to  secure  money  ; to  admit  into  the  active  membership  some 
good  men  not  now  eligible,  and  exclude  some  undesirable  men,  who 
because  of  their  membership  in  an  Evangelical  Church  are  eligible  ; to 
meet  the  cases  of  individuals  who,  for  one  reason  or  another,  do  not  wish 
to  join  a church.  In  short,  to  be  specific,  there  are  Associations  and 
perhaps  groups  of  Associations  which  would  like  to  admit  Unitarians  and 
Universalists  into  active  membership  ; there  are  others  that  would  like  to 
admit  Roman  Catholics. 

Perhaps  the  most  insistent  demand  for  a change  comes  from  some 
of  the  Student  Associations  who  wish  to  admit  men  on  their  subscription 
to  a personal  test  or  declaration,  without  reference  to  their  church 
relationship. 

For  Paris  Basis  and  Portland  Test,  see  Page  4. 

Mr.  G.  K.  Shurtleff,  General  Secretary  of  the  Cleveland  Association, 
offers  the  following  as  a possible  solution  of  the  difficulty. 


“ A Suggested  Alternate.” 

It  has  been  suggested  that  a basis  for  active  membership,  predicated 
on  the  two  following  propositions,  would  meet  with  general  acceptance 
from  both  the  conservative  and  moderately  progressive  men  in  the 
Brotherhood. 

1.  The  applicant  must  be  a member  of  some  Christian  Church. 

2.  The  applicant  must  sign  the  following  statement  of  desire  and 
purpose. 

‘‘  The  Young  Men’s  Christian  Associations  seek  to  unite  those  young 
men,  who,  regarding  Jesus  Christ  as  their  God  and  Saviour,  according  to 
the  Holy  Scriptures  desire  to  be  His  disciples,  in  their  doctrine  and  in  their 
life,  and  to  associate  their  efforts  for  the  extension  of  His  kingdom  among 
young  men." 

Several  things  would  apparently  be  accomplished. 

(a)  The  membership  would  be  purified.  As  it  now  stands,  many 
unfit  men  gain  active  membership,  because  of  accidental  connection  with 
some  Evangelical  church. 

(b)  It  would  hold  us  true  to  our  relationship  to  the  church. 

(c)  It  would  put  the  American  Associations  on  practically  the  same 
basis  as  the  Associations  in  other  countries.  (Paris  Basis) 

(d)  It  would  open  the  doors  to  such  in  the  Universalist,  Unitarian 
and  Roman  Catholic  Churches  as  could  declare  by  their  signature  for  the 
same  fundamentel  principles  as  have  all  along  governed  our  organization. 

(e)  It  would  save  us  from  the  charge  of  narrowness  and  bigotry. 

(f)  It  Isa  much  simpler  statement,  less  theological  and  polemic,  and 
therefore  easier  to  defend  and  explain. 

(g)  If  it  could  be  adopted  at  the  Washington  Convention,  it  would 
save  years  of  discord  and  uncertainty. 


On  the  Other  Hand  and  as  Opposed  to  these  and  other 
Suggested  Changes,  we  would  say 

1.  The  plea  has  continuously  and  persistently  been  held  forth 
during  the  entire  history  of  the  work  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian 
Associations  in  North  America  that  it  is  the  “ Churches  combined  in  the 
work  for  young  men.”  Such  a plea  could  no  longer  be  urged  if  a personal 
test  should  be  substituted  lor  the  present  “ Evangelical  Test.”  Such  a 
change  from  that  which  has  been  the  means  of  establishing  the  Association 
in  the  confidence  of  the  entire  body  of  Evangelical  Churches  would  com- 
pletely alter  our  relation  to  such  churches  and  we  fear  result  in  weakening 
the  confidence  of  the  churches  in  the  Association. 

2.  The  term  “Christian  Church”  in  the  suggested  requirement  that 
“the  applicant  must  be  a member  of  some  Christian  Church”  is  so  indefinite 
that  it  would  lead  to  endless  confusion  in  interpretation  and  practice.” 

3.  The  suggested  changes  give  greater  weight  to  the  statement  of 
an  applicant  fur  membership  in  our  Associations  than  to  his  confession  of 
Christ  made  in  his  own  church  and  is  not  more  definite  than  that  required  in 
uniting  with  an  Evang'elical  Church. 

4.  It  the  membership  needs  purifying  this  can  better  be  done  by 
demanding  from  those  applying  for  “active”  membership  a personal  declar- 
ation of  faith  and  purpose  in  addition  to  church  membership. 

5.  “ Those  who  are  orthodox  in  their  belief,  but  are  members  of 
churches  now  excluded  from  “active”  membership  in  our  Associations,  can 
more  readily  change  their  church  relations  than  we  can  change  our 
membership  basis.” 

6.  In  as  much  as  the  Association  (while  employing  the  “Evangelical 
Test”)  has  been  so  abundantly  blessed  of  God  and  has  secured  the  support 
of  men  of  good  character  and  standing  in  every  condition  of  life,  whether 
members  of  Evangelical  Churches  or  not,  it  would  seem  a retrograde 
movement  to  change  our  historic  position  under  which  we  have  secured  such 
wonderful  success  and  thus  to  jeopardize  our  high  standing  in  the  eyes  of 
the  world. 

7.  At  present  young  men  of  every'  creed  may  enjoy  all  the  privileges 
of  the  Association  (as  regards  phy  sical,  intellectual  and  spiritual  culture) 
with  the  single  exception  of  voting  or  holding  office. 

8.  As  to  being  on  the  same  basis  as  all  the  other  Associations  in 
the  world. 

Conditions  are  different  in  other  parts  of  the  world. 

9.  The  marvellous  success  achieved  aiul  the  position  of  leadership 
given  to  the  North  American  .Associations  are,  we  are  convinced,  due  in 
part  at  least  to  the  close  relation  which  the  Association  has  maintained  to 
the  Evangelical  Churches  through  its  membership  basis. 

10.  It  is  our  conviction  that  loyalty  to  Jesus  Christ  as  God  and 
Saviour,  and  to  the  authority  of  the  Scriptures,  as  stated  or  implied  in  both 
the  Paris  Basis  and  the  Portland  Test,  and  to  the  Evangelical  Church  at 
large,  are  fundamental  and  should  on  no  account  be  denied  or  slighted. 


Recommendation 


We  recommend  that  the  present  membership  basis  be  retained  but 
that  if  the  question  is  broug-ht  up  at  the  Washington  Convention  (November 
22-26)  it  be  referred  to  a thoroughly  representative  commission  to  report 
at  the  next  convention ; and  thus  avoid  discussion  on  tlie  floor  of  the 
Convention  which,  we  believe,  would  be  futile  or  worse  than  futile. 

ELMORE  HARRIS,  C.  M.  COPELAND, 

Chairman  Secretary 

PORTLAND  TEST  adapted  at  the  International  Convention  held  at 
Portland,  Me.,  in  i86g.  This  is  the  present  basis  of  "active"  membership 
in  the  North  American  Associations.  “ That  as  these  organizations  bear 
the  name  of  Christian  and  profess  to  be  engaged  directly  in  the  Saviour’s 
service,  so  it  is  clearly  their  duty  to  maintain  the  control  and  management 
of  all  their  affairs  in  the  hands  of  those  who  profess  to  love  and  publicly 
avow  their  faith  in  Jesus,  the  Redeemer,  as  Divine,  and  who  testify  their 
faith  by  becoming  and  remaining  members  of  churches,  held  to  be  Evan- 
gelical ; and  that  such  persons  and  none  others  should  be  allowed  to  vote 
or  hold  office.  And  we  hold  those  churches  to  be  Evangelical  which,  main- 
taining the  Holy  Scriptures  to  be  the  only  infallible  rule  of  faith  ar.d 
practice,  do  believe  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  (the  only  begotten  Son  of  the 
Father,  King  of  kings,  and  Lord  of  lords,  in  whom  dwelleth  the  fullness  of 
the  Godhead  bodily,  and  who  was  made  sin  for  us,  though  knowing  no  sin, 
bearing  our  sins  in  his  own  body  on  the  tree,)  as  the  only  name  under 
Heaven,  given  among  men,  whereby  we  must  be  saved  from  everlasting 
punishment  to  eternal  life. 

P.ARIS  BASIS  : — Adopted  at  the  first  World’s  Conference  of 
Associations,  held  in  Paris,  France,  in  1855  and  reaffirmed  in  1905. 

“ The  Young  Men’s  Christian  Associations  seek  to  unite  those  young 
men,  who,  regarding  Jesus  Christ  as  their  God  and  Saviour,  according  to 
the  Holy  Scriptures,  desire  to  be  His  disciples,  in  their  doctrine  and  in 
their  life,  and  to  asssociate  their  efforts  for  the  extension  of  His  kingdom 
among  young  men.” 


